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back of a prostrate sage. Another sketch 
is the study of a decoration for armor, of a 
series of which the Berlin print room has 
two examples. The third is a drawing of 
figures labeled with their nationalities 
standing beside caparisoned horses. This 
bears the date 15 17. The last is a small 
unsigned study of a rhinoceros. 

Every drawing in the exhibition should 
be commented upon, either on account of 
its beauty and excellence or the interest 
which attaches to it from historical or sci- 
entific reasons. Owing to lack of time and 
space only these few can be mentioned here. 
The exhibition will continue for two 
months. B. B. 

EARLY AMERICAN SILVER 

HON. A. T. Clearwater has made a 
number of notable additions to 
his collection of early American 
silver which he has lent to the 
Museum. Among these are the following: 
A tankard by Samuel Vernon, one of the 
most prominent silversmiths of the early 
Colonial period, who was born in 1683 and 
died in 1737, and who made silver at New- 
port, Rhode Island. The merchants of 
Newport from 1726 to the commencement 
of the War of the Revolution, possessing 
more capital than those of the City of New 
York at the same date, were more liberal 
patrons of substantial silver work. This 
tankard originally came out of the Vernon 
House between May and Clark Streets at 
Newport, where Washington stayed during 
his visit to that place, and where also the 
Marquis Lafayette had his headquarters. 
The tankard is 6| inches high, with a 
stepped lid, flat top, and scroll handle. It 
weighs 24 ounces, 10 pennyweights. It is 
inscribed I. W. in block letters on the han- 
dle, and marked S. V., fleur-de-lis below in 
a heart, to the left of the handle and on top 
of the lid. 

Two trencher salts by John Cony, the 
eminently prosperous silversmith of Bos- 
ton, born 1655, died 1722, who probably 
learned his trade from his brother-in-law 
Jeremiah Dummer. They both married 
sisters by the name of Atwater. Cony was 
a member of the Second Church of Boston, 



and one of the subscribers toward the erec- 
tion of King's Chapel in 1689. He is 
credited with engraving the plates for the 
first paper money used in America, and 
made the splendid loving cup given to Har- 
vard College in 1701 by Lieutenant Gover- 
nor Stoughton, the presiding justice in the 
trial of the Salem witches. These salts 
measure 3J inches on the base, 2% inches 
on the top; they are if inches high, and 
weigh together 12 ounces, 10 pennyweights. 
A chased band surrounds the gilded basin. 
Marked, I. C, crowned, and a coney below 
in a shaped shield, which was the mark 
adopted by Cony in humorous allusion to 
his own name. 

A beautiful bowl made by Ephraim 
Brasher, whose name appears in the New 
York Directory, 1786- 1805. He was a 
member of the Gold and Silversmiths' 
Society of this City, and made the die for 
the famous doubloon known by his name. 
The bowl stands on a base, is i\ inches in 
diameter, 3! inches high, and weighs 17 
ounces, 15 pennyweights. It is marked on 
the bottom Brasher in a rectangle, E + B, 
N. York, also E. B. twice in a rectangle. 

A porringer by William Swan, born at 
Worcester, Massachusetts, 1715, died 1774. 
A noted silversmith, who made the loving 
cup which was presented by the Province 
of the Massachusetts Bay to Governor 
Pickman, 1749, and which now belongs to 
the Essex Institute of Salem. The por- 
ringer is 5^ inches in diameter, 2 inches 
high, weighs 9 ounces, 5 pennyweights, is 

T 

inscribed on the handle w p in rude block 

letters, and is marked Swan in script in the 
peculiar oval cartouche adopted by 
Swan. 

A can made by Jonathan Otis, who was 
born at Newport, Rhode Island, in 1720 
and died in 179 1. He married Catharine 
Coggeshall in 1745. When the British 
captured Newport, Otis moved his 
residence to Middletown, Connecticut, 
where in spite of his age he was active 
on committees for the aid of those Rhode 
Islanders made destitute by the war. 
The can has a beautiful scroll handle, 
weighs 12 ounces, 10 pennyweights, and 
is marked Otis in a rectangle to the left 
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of the upper part of the handle in large 
Roman letters. 

A sauce pan 5I inches in diameter, 3 
inches high, weighing 21 ounces, 13 penny- 
weights. It is inscribed on the lid and on 
the side in script, surrounded by crossed 
palm branches with a B. in ornamental 
script. It has a detachable silver handle 
socket with a wooden handle, and is 
marked H. P. in a square, a head in a 
square, and a mark resembling a St. An- 
drew's cross in a square. 

A can made by Otto Parisien and David 
Parisien, his son. The elder Parisien was 



admitted as a freeman in New York in 
1769, and in 1789 took in his son as a part- 
ner. The can is 5 inches high with a scroll 
handle, weighs 13 ounces, 17 pennyweights, 

F 

is inscribed on the bottom: ~ ' in rude 

block letters, and is marked O.P., D.P. in 
oval. Pieces bearing this mark are unusual. 
A bowl standing on a base 7J inches in 
diameter, 4! inches high, with grooved rim, 
weighing 15 ounces, 15 pennyweights. 
Marked on the right side of the rim, B.E. 
in rectangle, and on the left R.E. in rec- 
tangle. 
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